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Art & Design Curriculum 

Overview Year 3 

Portraits and Paintings!  
Children will begin their art journey 

using a variety of sketching and 
painting skills to create Perfect 

Portraits in the style of a famous 
artist, building upon their prior 

knowledge and artistic skills from 
year 1. Children will focus on facial 
features, light and dark, tone and 
pencil skills. Children will explore the 
work of the Very Valuable Vincent 

Van Gogh in depth! They will develop 
their fine motor skills focusing on 
holding a paintbrush and sketching 
pencil with ease and control whilst 

exploring colours and techniques – line 
drawings and texture within a 

painting. Using this knowledge and 
inspiration our children will create a 
portrait of Winston Churchill that 
portrays their perspective, creativity 

and developed skills. 

 

Powerful Art: Modern art, Pop art and Comic strips  
Children will explore a range of Magical Modern and 
Popular Pop art this term! They will build upon their 

knowledge and exposure of abstract art. With abstract art 
as their focus, the children will investigate how colour is 

used and how expressionist artists (E. Munch and A. 
Warhol) show feeling and perspective through the artwork 
they produce. Children will be exposed to a variety of comic 
strips to examine the artwork of how 1950’s and 60’s pop 
artists began to imitate commercial printing techniques and 
subject matter of comic strips. They will investigate lines, 

shapes, word art, ben-day dots and black outlines.      
Using this knowledge the children will design, create and 
develop their own work developing their creativity and 
expression through this style of Modern and Pop art.  
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Exploring Pattern and Print 
Children will explore pattern and print 
from different times and cultures. 
They will build upon their knowledge 

and exposure of textiles, stencilling and 
printmaking techniques. Children will 

explore how shapes, colours and 
patterns are repeated, rotated, 
reflected, used and organised. 

Children will investigate the work of 
William Morris and Mehndi patterns 

linking learning to History and 
Geography. They will develop a range 

of skills including; block painting, 
string painting, colour wash, marbling 
and stencilling onto different fabrics.    
Using this knowledge to design, create 

and develop their own decorative 
textile piece, developing their creativity 
and craftsmanship of Proud Patterns 

and Pleasant Prints!  




